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Elizabeth Z. Bartz
President and CEO

All our bags are packed, we are ready to go. We are standing here, 
outside our door…If you follow my columns you will know I use a lot of 
references to songs. That’s about all I have in common with this one…
but I was thinking of it today.

NCSL’s Legislative Summit begins on August 11th in Atlanta and you 
will find the State and Federal Communications team ready for ac-
tion. We are involved with the Legislative Summit, NCSL’s Founda-
tion Board meeting and its activities, SGAC’s activities, Virginia Night 
reception, WASRG’s reception, Women’s Legislative Network events, 
etc. Basically you will find us everywhere.

Stop by Booth 921 beginning on Tuesday and we will give you a tour 
of our new website, which will be presented to everyone within the 
month. We will also run a LIVE feed from our booth so you can stop by 
and wave to our on-line audience.

NCSL in Atlanta

Elizabeth Z. Bartz
President and CEO

Ren Koozer
Executive Director

Amber Fish Linke, Esq.
Director, Client and 
Product Operations

Melissa Coultas
Manager, Sales 
and Marketing
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See the State and Federal Communications, Inc. Team at NCSL Atlanta!
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Summary of Changes UPDATE
Note Recent Changes to Compliance Regulations

YOU
SHOULD

KNOW

Campaign Finance Updates
by Shamus Williams, Esq. 
Research Associate 

Hawaii and Iowa will be seeing some 
changes in their campaign finance laws as 
a result of bills passing and court decisions.

In Iowa, the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
upheld the state’s law requiring groups mak-
ing independent expenditures to disclose 
information about their spending, but struck 

down the part of the law requiring those same groups to file supple-
mental reports. Under the old law, if a group spent more than $750 on 
independent expenditures it would be required to file a report within 48 
hours, and if the group spent more than $1,000 in expenditures it would 
be required to file a supplemental report on the 19th of January, May, 
July, and October. However, the court held, in Iowa Right to Life Com-
mittee, Inc. v. Tooker, the supplemental reports to be “additional, re-
dundant, and more burdensome.” Therefore, groups making indepen-
dent expenditures are no longer required to file supplemental reports.

In Hawaii, Governor Neil Abercrombie signed two bills into law. Senate 
Bill 31 changes the way noncandidate committees, corporations, and 
other associations active in elections disclose their political spending. 
In the past, those groups were required to file supplemental reports 
on January 31 and July 31 only in years following an election. Under 
the new law, which took effect immediately upon Abercrombie’s sig-
nature, the January 31 supplemental report must be filed every year. 
The bill also requires those groups, when filing the reports, to make 
a distinction between contributions made and contributions received.

Abercrombie also signed House Bill 1147 into law. This bill, which takes 
effect November 5, 2014, requires noncandidate committees making 
only independent expenditures to include, in a prominent location, the 
names of the top three contributors making the highest aggregate con-
tributions to the noncandidate committee for the purpose of the adver-
tisement. This requirement only applies to advertisements broadcasted, 
televised, circulated, or published and are of a duration so as not to cre-
ate a hardship to the committee. The bill also requires a noncandidate 
committee making an independent expenditure in the last two weeks 
before an election exceeding $500 to file a late expenditure report.

FEDERAL: In a 5-4 decision, the United 
States Supreme Court struck down the 
coverage formula portion of The Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 requiring preclearance 
before a covered jurisdiction can make 
changes in voting procedures. The cover-
age formula was used to determine which 
states or political subdivisions would be 
required to seek preclearance based on 
criteria such as voting prerequisites, low voter registration, or low 
voter turnout. The coverage formula and preclearance require-
ment, initially set to expire after five years, have continually and 
overwhelmingly been reauthorized by Congress. Congress re-
authorized the requirements for an additional 25 years in 2006, 
even though the formula itself had not been updated since 1975. 

ALABAMA: In the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Shel-
by County v. Holder, the Alabama Attorney General issued a press 
release stating his “initial conclusion is that Alabama is no longer sub-
ject to the preclearance requirements under Section 5.” The Alabama 
Legislature passed Senate Bill 445 before adjourning this year, elimi-
nating corporate contribution limits and adding 527 organizations to the 
PAC-to-PAC transfer ban. The legislation is effective August 1, 2013.

LOUISIANA: The Louisiana Board of Ethics voted to adjust the maxi-
mum value for food, drink, or refreshment an individual may provide 
to a public servant or public employee for a single event from $56 
to $57. This threshold value is adjusted each year to reflect chang-
es in the consumer price index. The rule took effect July 1, 2013.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: On July 1, 2013, the District of Colum-
bia Board of Ethics and Government Accountability made its elec-
tronic filing system operational. Electronic filing of registrations and 
reports is voluntary and can be done at https://efiling.bega.dc.gov/
efs/login.aspx. The board sent out letters with login information to 
all registered lobbyists, lobbying entities, and clients. If you have not 
received your login information, contact the board at (202) 481-3411.

KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON: Elected officials in King County, 
Washington, are now allowed to create and receive contributions to 
a public office fund. The newly approved Ordinance 2012-0090 will 
allow elected officials to establish a public office fund and then solicit 
and receive contributions for the office fund. A person will only be 
allowed to contribute $1,000 every four years to an official’s office 
fund, and there are no provisions preventing those with county work 
from contributing. The King County Board of Ethics is now required, 
by November 1, to set a limit on how much money may be held in 
the public office fund at any one time. However, elected officials are 
free to create and start collecting money for their office funds now. 

W  E  B  S  I  T  E     T  I  P
Quick Reference Information 

Four new quick reference charts have been added to the 
State and Federal Communications website. Two of the 
charts reside in the Lobbying Laws Resource Page and 
cover the state lobbying registration thresholds and the 
state registration and reporting requirements for grassroots 
lobbying activity. The other two charts can be found in the 
Procurement Lobbying Resource Page and address which 
states and which municipalities have pay-to-play laws. As 
with all of the quick reference charts on our website, it is 
continuously updated as changes are made to the relevant 
parts of the individual entries. Subscribers to the relevant 
executive source guides can access the chart by clicking 
on the links to the Lobbying Laws or Procurement Lobbying 
Resource Pages immediately after logging in to the website.

FOLLOW US ON:

http://www.lobbycomply.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/State-and-Federal-Communications-Inc/161900931287
http://twitter.com/StateandFederal
http://www.linkedin.com/companies/state-and-federal-communications%3Ftrk%3Dcopro_tab
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Legislation We Are Tracking
At any given time, more than 1,000 legislative bills, which can affect how you do business as a government affairs professional, are 
being discussed in federal, state, and local jurisdictions. These bills are summarized in the State and Federal Communications digital 
encyclopedias for lobbying laws, political contributions, and procurement lobbying, and can be found in the client portion of the State 
and Federal Communications’ website. 

Summaries of major bills are also included in monthly e-mail updates sent to all clients. The chart below shows the number of bills we 
are tracking in regards to lobbying laws, political contributions, and procurement lobbying.

Lobbying Laws

Total bills

Political Contributions

Procurement Lobbying

Number of
Jurisdictions Passed Died Carried over

to 2014

233

514

316

46

50

45

18

44

39

69

108

75

41

77

28

http://www.lobbycomply.com/wordpress/%3Fpage_id%3D14734
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ASK THE EXPERTS
State and Federal Communications’ Experts Answer Your Questions

Here is your chance to “Ask the Experts” at State and Federal Communications, Inc. You can directly submit questions for 
this feature, and we will select those most appropriate and answer them here. Send your questions to: marketing@state-
andfed.com. (Of course, we have always been available to answer questions from clients that are specific to your needs, 
and we encourage you to continue to call or e-mail us with questions about your particular company or organization. As 
always, we will confidentially and directly provide answers or information you need.) Our replies to your questions are not 
legal advice. Instead, these replies represent our analysis of laws, rules, and regulations. 

Q.

A.

I will be attending the NCSL conference this summer.  Do 
regular gift limits on expenditures for public officials apply 
during this event?

August’s Expert - Amber Fish Linke, Director, Client and Product Operations

The answer will vary depending upon whether you are paying for 
a private event or sponsoring a conference-affiliated event.  Taking 
a legislator to dinner, paying for cab fare or other transportation, or 
giving him or her a ticket to a ballgame are not considered part of 
the official conference agenda and normal gift limits will apply.  Also, 
for private events, the answer will depend upon whether you or your 
company are registered as a lobbyist or lobbyist employer.  In most 
instances, states have more stringent gift laws applicable to lobby-
ists and lobbyist principals.

Many states have gift limit exceptions specifically carved out for 
expenditures at national conferences to which all members of the 
legislature are invited. Further, State Night events at NCSL are con-
sidered part of the conference agenda; therefore, when national 
conference gift exceptions exist, they will apply.

Although a State Night sponsorship may be permissible, it is impor-
tant to determine if and when the expenditure must be disclosed.  
Know the reporting requirements before the event, because an at-
tendee list may be required. The reporting implications range from 
simple aggregate disclosure to detailed reporting where the name 
of every legislator attending must be listed.  
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State and Federal Scrapbook - 2013

Elizabeth Bartz, President and CEO of State and 
Federal Communications, had the distinct honor of 

throwing the opening pitch at the Akron Aeros game 
at Canal Park on Monday, July 15, 2013.

On May 25, Elizabeth Bartz enjoyed the Gabby 
Awards in Los Angeles.  She met up with friend and 
Akron native, Melina Kanakaredes during the event.
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State and Federal Scrapbook - 2013

Elizabeth Z. Bartz met with Nationwide’s Chad Wilson, 
Sophia Davis. and Carol Phillips.

Maggie Mick - Director of Development at The Council of 
State Governments enjoying DC sunshine during the 

CSG Leadership Meeting.

A great photo opportunity for our interns with Nina Turner, Minority Whip for the Ohio Senate, 
and the State Senator for the 25th District.

[Zack Koozer - Social Media Intern, David Jones - IT Intern, Kim Crowley - Marketing Intern, Alexa Livadas 
- Finance Intern, Nina Turner, Alessandra Dickos - Social Media Intern, Cristina Dickos - Research Intern, 

Joanna Kamvouras - Marketing Intern.]

August 2-5, 2013 NGA Annual Meeting,  Milwaukee, Wisconsin
August 8, 2013 Public Relations Society of America, Tangiers in Akron, Ohio
August 12-15, 2013 NCSL Legislative Summit Booth 921, Atlanta, Georgia
September 19-22, 2013 CSG National Conference, Kansas City, Missouri

Events

See Us in Person
Plan to say hello at future events where State and Federal Communications, Inc. will be attending 
and/or speaking regarding compliance issues.
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